
Ballon G.F.C:   
Annual Lotto Tickets from now until our 1st 
weekly draw in 2012 a  ticket can be pur-
chased for €80 annual fee. Entry into 50 
draws in 2012 with a chance to win up to 
10,000 and text of the results sent to your 
mobile each week. 

Ballon Business & Training Service 
Free Internet Essentials Course covering email, skype & face book, online 
banking etc  starting on the following dates and times Wed 18th Jan 2012 
from  10am - 12 noon  also 2pm - 4pm & 7pm - 9pm also Thurs 19th Jan 10am 
- 12 noon each of the session is for 3 weeks in Ballon Community Services in 
association CEB & funded by Dept Communications, Energy & Natural  
Resources.  This course is open to everyone & is designed to give you skills 
for using the Web. Spaces limited.  Fás Safe Pass Course: Saturday 14th 
Jan 8.30am - 4.30pm. Cost €80 
FETAC L 5 Manual & Computerised Payroll -Mon 23rd Jan. for 10 weeks 10am - 1pm 
Computers Made Simple for absolute beginners Fri 27th Jan 10am - 12pm - 6wks 
Machine Sewing Monday 23rd Jan -10am - 12pm - 6weeks €25 also Tue 7-9pm 
One Pot Wonders - Tue 24th Jan - 10am - 12pm - 6 weeks . Lots more courses  

on offer  Ph: Eileen 0599159447 or 087-2273516 to book a place. 
Wishing all our students & customers a very happy Christmas & New Year. 

Ballon/Rathoe Credit Union Opening Hours Christmas 2011 and New Year 2012 

Thurs 22nd Dec:  11.30am to 1.30pm and 7pm to 8pm (Please note change of time) 

Fri 23rd Dec:  10.30am to 12.30pm Closed 7pm to 9pm (Please note change) 

Sunday 25th Dec:  Closed Rathoe Hall 

Closed:  Mon, Tues, Wed 26th, 27th and 28th Dec 2011 

Thurs 29th Dec:  Open:  11.30am to 1.30pm and 8pm to 9pm 

Fri 30th Dec:  Open:  10.30am to 11.30am and 7pm to 9pm 

Sun 1st Jan 2012:  Open:  10.00am to 10.30am Rathoe Hall  

The Board of Directors would like to wish every member a very Happy Christmas and 

a Peaceful New Year. 

House for Rent - Main Street, Ballon 

Fully furnished with all mod cons 

Suitable for a family. Ph: 087-2424934 

Chopped Firewood for Sale suitable for free 
standing stoves  FREE Delivery on a weekly 
basis Trailer Loads Supplied  087 - 4130452  

Ballon Improvement Group Christmas 

Greeting 

Go raibh síocháin na Nollag agus Bliain 

Nua faoi shéan's faoi shonas ort 's ar do 

mhuintir. 

May the peach of Christmas and a happy 

and prosperous New Year be with you &  

yours 

Go mbeirimid uile beo ar an am seo aris.    

May we all be here this time again:    

Ballon Improvement Group 
New Years Eve Community Celebration 

Saturday 31st December 2011 
In The Old School, Ballon 

Starting at 7pm until late 

Musical Entertainment, Singing & 

 Dancing. New Year Countdown 

Light Refreshments Served 

Proceeds to Ballon Tidy Village 

Everyone welcome 

Ballon/Rathoe Parish  Newsletter 
Nuachtlitir Pharóiste - Bhalána / Rathuaigh 

 

Christmas Day: The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ.      25th Dec 2011 
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Priests of the Parish 
Fr. Brendan  Howard P.P. 

Phone: 053-9377291  
Mob: 087-6232654 

 

Fr. E. Whelan P.E. C.C. 
Phone / Fax:  
059-9159329 

 

Parish Office 
The Old School 

Dia Daoibh, a Phobal Dé,   Fáilte rómhaibh ar ais arís.   
Gospel: MT. 1 :  1 - 25 
 The Virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they 
shall call him Emmanuel. 
 The birth of Jesus reassures us that God is with us now 
and always.  His presence within and among us enables us to 
step beyond our limited selves again and again and so bring 
true love to everyone whose lives we touch this Christmas. 
 

BEANNACHTAÍ NA NOLLAG 
AGUS SÍOCHÁIN SAN ATH-BHLIAIN  

 
 

         May the peace of Christ reign in our hearts ands in our 
homes at Christmas and always. 
         I would like to thank most sincerely all our parishioners in 
Ballon and Rathoe for all your support, generosity and kindness 
during the past year.  You will always be remembered in all our 
Masses and prayers.   
 

Bingo:   There will not be bingo on in Ballon on Christmas Eve but 
there will be bingo on New Year’s Eve 31st December 2011 at 
8.30pm - 10.00pm.  The bingo committee wish to thank most  
sincerely their many dedicated supporters throughout the  
year - you have made it a wonderful bingo.  Sincere thanks also to 
the dedicated committee  
Taim fíor-bhuíoch do gach uile dhuine a  chabhraíonn linn sa 
pharóiste.             B. J. Howard. P.P. 
 

 

 

N.B :All  

Baptisms, Marriage, &  
Anniversary Masses are  

to be sent to  
Kathleen Condron 
Parish Secretary 

Parochial House, Ballon 
059-9159329 

Mob: 086-8898568 
 
 

Items for Newsletter to 
Ballon Business & Training 
Service Ltd by  1pm Thurs  

Tel: 059-9159447.      
Fax: 059-9159377.  

Email: eileen@bbts.ie 
Web: www.bbts.ie 



MASSES DURING THE WEEK 

Mon 26th Dec 12 noon Ballon Fri 30th Dec  10.30am Ballon 

Tues 27th Dec 10.30am Rathoe Sat 31st Dec 
 

7.30pm Ballon 
 

Wed 28th Dec 9.30am  Ballon Sun 1st Jan 2012   9.30am Rathoe 
  11.00am Ballon 

Thurs 29th Dec Wedding 1pm  

Anniversary Masses - Ballon :  
Fri 30th  Dec @ 10.30am:  James, Maria & Theresa Nolan, Altamount, Kilbride  
Sun 1st Jan @ 11.00am: Betty Maher, Ballylean, Months Mind Mass 
 
Anniversary Masses - Rathoe :  
Fri 30th Dec @7.30pm:  Kevin Nolan, Springmount. Months Mind Mass 

Eucharistic Ministers Ballon 

Sat 31st Dec  7.30pm 

G. Maher,    A. Quirke 

Sun 1st Jan 11.00am 

H. Castle.  A. Fernandez 

 Eucharistic Ministers Rathoe 

Sun 1st Jan 9.30am 

J. Carroll,  S. Hogan 

Readers  Ballon 

Sat 31st  Dec 9.00pm.     

P. J. Blanche 

Sun 1st Jan 11.00am 

Maher Family 

 Readers  Rathoe  

Sat 1st Jan 7.30pm 

 

Collections   
Offertory 18th Dec 2011 
7.30pm: €184.32   9.30am €172.93 

11.00am: €158.68.   Total: €515.93  

Weekly Envelope Collection:  
Ballon:  €331.85 Rathoe:  €375.65 

Total:  €707.50 

 

Servers:1st - 7th January 2012 . Ballon: A. Kennedy, S. Cummins 

Rathoe:  Team 4 

Thanks to everyone who gave donations.  The amount realised ú305.00.  Thanks to 

the collectors. 

Thanks 

Thanks to everyone that helped in Ballon Church during the year - Renee & Frank 

Bermingham for the Christmas Tree.  Paul & Ger Cummins for the Crib. The ladies 

that clean the church, Reene, Josie, Jackie, Sinead and Sabrina and Marion Brennan.  

To Clodagh Brennan and Martin Barry and James Dowling and to our three new 

girls who are helping prepare Mass and other duties - M. Flood, M. Nolan &  

E. Kennedy. To Dave Brennan for the Christmas wreath.   Kathleen Condron.  

BURRIN CELTIC LOTTO RESULTS 

Winning Numbers: 08 - 19 - 20 - 28 

Jackpot:  ϵ3,900         No Winner: 

Lucky Dip 
ú100:  Theresa Kelly, Ballyhackett 
ú30:    Elizabeth Martin, Ballykealy 
ú30:     Pat Doran, Ardattin 
ú30:   Billy Nolan, c/o Ann Connors 

Christmas Extra 
ú30: Tom Kealy, Castlegrace 
ú30: Lucy OôNeill, Ballon 
 

Next Lotto Draw 10th January 2012 

Ballon G.F.C. Lotto 
Numbers of last Draw:     02. 03. 14. 24 
This Weeks Jackpot: û1,700 -  No. Winner 
4 Lucky Dip Winners û25.00 each 

Bill Buggy, Ballon 
Denis Maher, Ballylean 

Pat Wall, Kilkenny 
Denis Cormack, Goresbridge 

û30 Meat Voucher from McAssey’s :  
Laura Nolan, 7 Ballon Hill 

Next Draw: Tues 10th January 2012 
 in Fr. Flood Hse  @ 9pm. Tickets €2 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to 
all our subscribers.  Donôt forget the char-
ity fun match on St. Stephenôs Day @ 2pm 

A Date for your Diary  Ballon Rathoe  
Senior Citizens   Christmas Party Ramada 
Hotel, Killerig Sun 22nd Jan 2012 @ 2.00pm   

Ballon National Schoolõs K.H.A Choir will 
be carol singing outside Church before 
Christmas eve mass in aid of local St.  
Vincent de Paul.  Your support would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Miriam Lloyd.  18 The Oaks is starting a 
new Dressmaking and Alteration service.  .  
My company is called Sewing Concepts 
and contact details are phone: 0857037444 
and e-mail: sewingconcepts@ymail.com.   

My studio will be open from 10am on  
Monday 12th December 2011. 

St. Stephenõs Day Charity Match: Players 
(young and maybe not so young as well) 
from all clubs are all invited to take part in the 
annual novelty football match in James Mor-
ris Park on St. Stephen’s Day at 2pm.  Spec-
tators can join in the fun as well and all pro-
ceeds will go to a local charity (not yet de-
cided).  Admission is €5.00 to all (children 
free).  All Ballon players are asked to be pre-
sent and able and willing.  Come along eve-
ryone from 6 to 60 (70?) and enjoy the craic. 

FEASTS DURING THE WEEK  

Wed 28th Dec: Holy Innocents, 

 Martyrs. They stand for all innocent 
children who are killed whether  

intentionally or through neglect. This 

includes the many victims of abortion 
each year. 

Thursday 29th Dec: St. Thomas 

Becket. 1118-1170 Archbishop of  
Canterbury . He was murdered in his 

cathedral by order of the King, Henry 
II . 

Fri 30th Dec: Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary & Joseph. The perfect model of 
family life.  May they protect all fami-

lies and lead them in the way of perfec-
tion. But all families must pray to them. 

Sunday 1st January: Solemnity of 

Mary Mother of God .  We begin the 
new year by honouring Our Blessed 

Mother under her greatest title - 

Mother of God  

The Annual Church Gate collection held 

in Ballon & Rathoe in aid of St. Vincent 

de Paul Society on 17th & 18th  Dec  

realised in Ballon ú838.10 (some of this 

was raised at the Christmas Fair) & in  

Rathoe ú366.27.  Thanks to all who  

contributed and also to the collectors. The 

money has been forwarded to St. Vincent 

de Paul Society. 


