
All services from both churches are now live Rathoe Church: youtube@stpatricks rathoe. Ballon Church: www.mcn.live/ballon 

 

14/12/2025. Offertory €918.90.  Envelopes €737.00 
Christmas collection for the Priest. Envelopes in your box or are 
available in both churches.  
To donate online: Account Ballon Rathoe Parish: IBAN: IE24 BOFI 906689 
79838964. BIC: BOFIIE2D. 

Ballon Business & Training Service, The Old School, Ballon. 
Tel: 059-915-9447. Mob: 085-876-4743. ballonbts@gmail.com 
www.ballonbts.com. Christmas Floral Workshop 12/12/25 - 7pm - 9pm x 
1 day. 2026 Courses. Craft/Hobby Courses; Pottery 19/01/26 - 1.30pm 
- 4.30pm x 4 weeks. Cooking 21/01/26 - 10am - 12.30pm x 4 weeks 
Watercolour Art 21/01/26 2pm, - 4.30pm x 5 weeks. Knitting & Crochet 
22/01/26 10.30am - 12.30pm x 6 weeks.  Machine Sewing 22/01/26 1pm - 
4pm x 4 weeks. Flower Arranging 23/01/26 10.30am - 12.30pm x 6 
weeks. Mindfulness 28/01/26 7pm - 9pm x 1 week. 059-915-9447. Mob: 
085-876-4743. ballonbts@gmail.com  www.ballonbts.com . 
 

Graiguecullen Bingo: Tues 23rd December in St. Fiaccs Hall @ 
8.30pm. Jackpot on 48 numbers €2,910.  Double number €600.  Lotto 
€1250. Bonus Ball €550. 
 

Ballon GFC Lotto. No Winner. No’s 04– 06 –25 – 26. Match Three   
 Winner: €100 each: Patrick O’Byrne, Ballonvalley.  Christmas Meat 
Voucher: Gavin Kelly & Family.  Next weeks Jackpot €10,550.  Next Draw 
Mon 22nd December . in  Fr. Flood House at 9pm.  Tickets €2. Play on line 
https://bit.ly/3FuNdhZ 
 

 
 

St. Vincent de Paul collection also takes place in Rathoe Church on the 
14th & 21st , there will be a box at the back of the church in Rathoe.   
 

Burrin Celtic Lotto: No's 05 - 14 - 19 - 27 : €100 : John Dowling, Ballon 
€50: Seamus Kelly, c/o Bingo.€30: Ellen Browning, Bunclody.  Next weeks 
Lotto €5050. Draw Tues .30pm. 
 

Ballon N.S KHA choir will sing outside church before Christmas Eve Mass 
at 6pm. They will sing in aid of St. Vincent de Paul, ÉIST Cancer Service, 
St. Clare’s hospitality kitchen and a mission in Kenya. All contributions 
greatly appreciated.   
 

Ballon Improvement Group wish to thank all the volunteers who helped 
keep Ballon in such a good condition that we won a Bronze Medal in the All 
Ireland Tidy Towns this year and we also achieved 2nd place in our cate-
gory in the Carlow Pride of Place competition. Wishing everyone a Happy 
Christmas and New Year. 

Wishing all the parishioners a  
very happy Christmas  

Parish Office & Shop, Fenagh Road, Ballon. R93 FX93 
 Phone No: 059-9159959.  

Email: ballonrathoeparish@gmail.com  Open Tues, Wed & Thurs 10am –1pm  
Items for the newsletter must be in by 5 pm each Wed, they can be phoned in, 

emailed or put through the letter box.      
Fr. Jim O’Connell  086 810 2675  

*************************************************************************************  

December Ballon Rambling House in Ballon GAA Centre, R98 
F792 .on 31st December at 7pm. New Years Eve Special.  
Everybody welcome. Refreshments and Raffle. For more details 
contact Máire 087-2424924 
 

Tea/coffee morning after 10am Mass in Rathoe on Sunday 21st Dec 
 Everyone welcome. 
 

 Ballon Rathoe Parish Magazine will be available to purchase from Friday 
19th Dec in all the local shops in Ballon and Joe O’Toole’s & Conor Wards, 
Tullow. It is an ideal Christmas Present and only costs €5. 
 

Family Carers Ireland have launched their Christmas Raffle and you 
could win €1,000 cash, €500 select hotels voucher or a hotel voucher. 
Please support family carers in your community by purchasing a ticket 
at www.familycarers.ie/christmas  - thank you! 
 

 

************************************************************************************* 

The Tradition of the Christmas Crèche 
Saint John Paul 11 

The first plastic representation of the Crib sprung, as you know, from 
the brilliant intuition of St Francis of Assisi. Deeply struck and moved 
by the humility of the Incarnation, on Christmas night in 1223 he got 
a faithful and pious friend called John to bring to Greccio all that was 
necessary: straw, hay, the manger and an ox and a donkey in flesh 
and blood. "I would like"—the Saint said—"to represent the Infant 
Jesus born in Bethlehem, and to see, so to speak, with the eyes of 
the body the hardships he suffered for lack of the things a new-born 
child needs, how he was put in a manger and how he lay in the hay 
between the ox and the donkey" (Tommaso da Celano, Vita Prima, 
n. 84). Various friars came to the place; men and women arrived 
rejoicing from the lonely cottages in the region, carrying candles and 
torches to illuminate that night on which, as the biographer notes 
further, "there shone forth splendid in the sky the Star that illuminat-
ed all days and times". A priest celebrated the Eucharist and Francis 
of Assisi, who was a Deacon, sang the Holy Gospel with his strong, 
sweet voice, clear and resounding, 
 From Greccio, which had become like a new Bethlehem, the 
 representation of the Crib, which had sprung from the heart of a 
Saint, capable of realizing the most sublime poetry in life, spread 
throughout Italy, Europe and the whole world. It kept intact, in the 
various expressions of culture and folklore, the fundamental 
message, truly evangelical, which Francis wanted souls to grasp 
from contemplation of the Crib, a school of simplicity, poverty, and 
humility…… 

May the Infant Jesus, present in the Crib of your home, be the  
concrete sign of a limpid and sincere faith, which will enlighten, 
guide and direct your life and that of your dear ones. 
*************************************************************************** 
I noticed your firstcouple of birthdays in life and your last couple of 
birthdays in life are very similar.  In both cases, you don’t really even 
know its your birthday. People have to say, ‘These are your friends. 
They’ve come to help you celebrate your birthday’. And you need a 
little help with the cake blow in both cases. 
 

‘When your birthday?’ Sixteenth of December.’ ‘Which year’. 
‘Every year’ 

R.I.P:  Terry Sweeney, Grangeford 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Sat 20th Ballon 6.00 pm Cormac & John Kinsella, Sandbrook.  

Sun 21st Rathoe 10.00am  Paddy, Mary & Shane Curry,   
Castlemore 

Sun 21st Ballon 11.30am  Liam Sweeney, Laragh Beg 

Tues 23rd Ballon  7.00pm Confessions 

Christmas Day  

Vigil 6.00pm Ballon  

Vigil 8.00pm Rathoe  

Rathoe 10am  

Ballon 11.30am  

Sat 27th 6pm Ballon Mick McGrath, Maple Lawn and his 
daughter Catherine. 

Sun 28th Rathoe 10.00am  Nancy & Jimmy Lawler, Ballykealy  
David Lyons, Rathoe. 
Joe Kennedy, Ballycastle, Co. Antrim 
formally Gilbertstown.  

Sun 28th Ballon 11.30am   

https://24259b51-d14e-4f2b-b9af-2b56ed38d60d.pipedrive.email/c/xkx1zgmx4z/xkxp7d7l54/04962rv94e/2?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3FuNdhZ
http://www.familycarers.ie/christmas

