
Rathoe Church: youtube@stpatricks rathoe.        www.youtube.com St Peter & Pauls Church Ballon 

 

21/12/2025. Offertory €948.50.  Envelopes €1589.70 

Christmas collection for the Priest. Envelopes in your box 
or are available in both churches.  
To donate online: Account Ballon Rathoe Parish: IBAN: IE24 BOFI 
906689 79838964. BIC: BOFIIE2D. 
 

Ballon Business & Training Service, The Old School, Ballon. 
Tel: 059-915-9447. Mob: 085-876-4743. ballonbts@gmail.com 
www.ballonbts.com. Christmas Floral Workshop 12/12/25 - 7pm - 
9pm x 1 day. 2026 Courses. Craft/Hobby Courses; Pottery 
19/01/26 - 1.30pm 
- 4.30pm x 4 weeks. Cooking 21/01/26 - 10am - 12.30pm x 4 weeks 
Watercolour Art 21/01/26 2pm, - 4.30pm x 5 weeks. Knitting & 
Crochet 22/01/26 10.30am - 12.30pm x 6 weeks.  Machine Sewing 
22/01/26 1pm - 4pm x 4 weeks. Flower Arranging 23/01/26 
10.30am - 12.30pm x 6 weeks. Mindfulness 28/01/26 7pm - 9pm x 
1 week. 059-915-9447. Mob: 085-876-4743. ballonbts@gmail.com  
www.ballonbts.com . 
 
 

Ballon GFC Lotto. No Winner. No’s 10– 15 –20 – 23. Lucky 
Dip    Winners: €25 each: Gaye O’Toole, Kilbride, Alison Ken-
nedy, Cappagh, Rebecca McCaffrey, Forge Meadow, Carmel 
Moloney, Rathrush. Christmas Meat voucher: Jennifer 
Grogan, Lumcloon. .  Next weeks Jackpot €10,600.  Next 
Draw Mon 12th January 2026 . in  Fr. Flood House at 9pm.  
Tickets €2. Play on line https://bit.ly/3FuNdhZ 
 

 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul collection also takes place in Rathoe Church on the 
14th & 21st , there will be a box at the back of the church in Rathoe.   
 

Burrin Celtic Lotto: No's 07 - 13 - 22 - 29 : 
 €100 : Tom  Hendrick, Killane. €50: Betty Nolan, c/o Bingo. 
€30: Niamh McDermot, Next weeks Lotto €5100. Draw Tues 
7.30pm. 
 
 

Siopa Glas wishes to thank all those who supported them 
during the past year, those who donated items and those 
who bought many items.  Reopening in January. 
 
 

Ballon Improvement Group wish to thank all the volunteers 
who helped keep Ballon in such a good condition that we won 
a Bronze Medal in the All Ireland Tidy Towns this year and we 
also achieved 2nd place in our category in the Carlow Pride of 
Place competition. Wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and 
New Year. 
 

Parish Office & Shop, Fenagh Road, Ballon. R93 FX93 
 Phone No: 059-9159959.  

Email: ballonrathoeparish@gmail.com  Open Tues, Wed & Thurs 10am –1pm  
Items for the newsletter must be in by 5 pm each Wed, they can be phoned in, 

emailed or put through the letter box.      
Fr. Jim O’Connell  086 810 2675  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 Ballon Rathoe Parish Magazine will be available to  
purchase from Friday 19th Dec in all the local shops in Ballon 
and Joe O’Toole’s & Conor Wards, Tullow. It is an ideal  
Christmas Present and only costs €5. 
 

Family Carers Ireland have launched their Christmas Raffle 
and you could win €1,000 cash, €500 select hotels voucher or 
a hotel voucher. Please support family carers in your commu-
nity by purchasing a ticket at www.familycarers.ie/christmas  - 
thank you! 
 

 

************************************************************************************* 

New web cam in Ballon  
www.youtube.com St Peter & Pauls 

Church Ballon 
******************************************** 

Feast of the Holy Family. 
Scripture tells us practically nothing about the first years 
and the boyhood of the Child Jesus. All we know are the 
facts of the sojourn in Egypt, the return to Nazareth, and the 
incidents that occurred when the twelve-year-old boy ac-
companied his parents to Jerusalem. In her liturgy the 
Church hurries over this period of Christ's life with equal 
brevity. The general breakdown of the family, however, at 
the end of the past century and at the beginning of our own, 
prompted the popes, especially the far-sighted Leo XIII, to 
promote the observance of this feast with the hope that it 
might instill into Christian families something of the faithful 
love and the devoted attachment that characterize the fami-
ly of Nazareth. The primary purpose of the Church in insti-
tuting and promoting this feast is to present the Holy Family 
as the model and exemplar of all Christian families. 
—Excerpted from With Christ Through the Year, Rev. Bernard 
Strasser, O.S.B. 
********************************************************************* 
A young couple bring their new baby home and the wife sug-
gests that her husband tries his hand at changing a nappy. 
‘I’m busy,’ he says ‘I’ll do the next one.’ Next time the baby’s 
nappy needs changing she asks him again.  The husband 
says, ‘I didn’t mean the next nappy. I meant the next baby. 
 
A vest is something a boy wears when his mother feel cold. 
 
If you have any advice to pass on to your children, do it while 
they’re still young enough to think you know what you’re talk-
ing about. 
 
My mother never saw the irony in calling me a son of a bitch. 

R.I.P:  Noel Connors, Rathoe 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 

Sat 27th 6pm Ballon Mick McGrath, Maple Lawn and his 
daughter Catherine. 

Sun 28th Rathoe 10.00am  Nancy & Jimmy Lawler, Ballykealy  
David Lyons, Rathoe. 
Joe Kennedy, Ballycastle, Co. Antrim 
formally Gilbertstown.  

Sun 28th Ballon 11.30am   

Fri 2nd Rathoe 7.00pm  

Sat 3rd 6pm Ballon Michael Canavan, Church Street. 

Sun 4th Rathoe 10.00am  Lance Dowling, Castlemore 

Sun 4th Ballon 11.30am   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dc-csj7A_SA
https://24259b51-d14e-4f2b-b9af-2b56ed38d60d.pipedrive.email/c/xkx1zgmx4z/xkxp7d7l54/04962rv94e/2?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3FuNdhZ
http://www.familycarers.ie/christmas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dc-csj7A_SA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dc-csj7A_SA

