
Rathoe Church: youtube@stpatricks rathoe.        https://www.youtube.com/live/Dc-csj7A_SA?feature=shared 

 

04/01/2026 Offertory €956.20 Envelopes €358.50 

To donate online: Account Ballon Rathoe Parish: IBAN: IE24 BOFI 
906689 79838964. BIC: BOFIIE2D. 
 

Ballon Business & Training Service, The Old School, Ballon. 
Tel: 059-915-9447. Mob: 085-876-4743. ballonbts@gmail.com 

www.ballonbts.com. 2026 Courses. Craft/Hobby Courses 

Pottery 19/01/26 - 1.30pm - 4.30pm x 4 weeks 
Cooking 21/01/26 - 10am - 12.30pm x 4 weeks 
Watercolour Art 21/01/26 2pm, - 4.30pm x 5 weeks 
Knitting & Crochet 22/01/26 10.30am - 12.30pm x 6 weeks 
Machine Sewing 22/01/26 1pm - 4pm x 4 weeks 
Flower Arranging 23/01/26 10.30am - 12.30pm x 6 weeks 
Mindfulness 28/01/26 7pm - 9pm x 1 week 
Needle Felting 09/02/26 10am - 12pm x 4 weeks 
Spanish Beginners 11/02/26 7pm - 8.30pm x 5 weeks 
Machine Sewing 19/02/26 1pm - 4pm x 4 weeks 
Hart of Healing 23/02/26 2pm - 4pm x 1 week 
Cooking 25/02/26 10am - 12.30pm x 5 weeks 
Watercolour Art 25/02/26 2pm - 4.30pm x 5 weeks 
Certified Courses 
QQI Level 5 Book-keeping 26/01/26 2pm - 5pm x 10 weeks 
QQI Level 5 Payroll 26/01/26 7pm - 10pm x 10 weeks 
Manual Handling Training 26/01/26 5.30pm x 1 week  

 

 

Burrin Celtic Lotto: No's 04 - 15 - 20 - 22 :  €100 : Lilly Brennan,  
Ballon.  €50: Maureen Carroll, Ballon. Next weeks Lotto €5200.  
Draw Tues 7.30pm. 
 

Graiguecullen Bingo Tuesday 13th January 2026 St. Fiaccs Hall @ 
8.30pm Jackpot on 48 numbers €3300  Double number €460  Lotto 
€1400 Bonus Ball €700 
 

"Seeking long-term grazing for 2 semi retired mature horses - with 
a shed for shelter/hay storage a bonus or with the possibility of erecting 
a temporary shelter. Preferably 3 acres upwards. Thank you for any 
consideration or suggestions.  Please contact Aileen on 0864077936 
 

Ballon GFC Dinner Dance: Ballon GFC are hosting their dinner dance on 
Sunday 1st February with dinner served at 7:30pm sharp in Ballykealey 
House Hotel. Music by ‘Fusion’ followed by DJ till late. Guaranteed to be a 
fantastic night. Tickets are €50 each.  Contact Eva 087-7955058 or 
John 087-1348267 to secure your tickets today!  

Parish Office & Shop, Fenagh Road, Ballon. R93 FX93 
 Phone No: 059-9159959.  

Email: ballonrathoeparish@gmail.com  Open Tues, Wed & Thurs 10am –1pm  
Items for the newsletter must be in by 5 pm each Wed, they can be phoned in, 

emailed or put through the letter box.      
Fr. Jim O’Connell  086 810 2675  

************************************************************* 

Irish Group Grinds – Junior & Leaving Cert.  Experienced teachers 
offering Irish group grinds for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate  
students. Focus on exam skills, confidence, and understanding. Limited 
spaces available. For more information, call or message 085 206 7077. 
 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend. Catholic Marriage Encounter in Ireland, 
Dates: 20 -22 March 2026, Venue: “St Marys” Knock, Co. Mayo. A WEEK-
END LIKE NO OTHER. Online: www.marriageencounter.ie 
 

Ballon Rathoe Parish Magazine will be available to  
purchase from Friday 19th Dec in all the local shops in Ballon 
and Joe O’Toole’s & Conor Wards, Tullow. It is an ideal  
Christmas Present and only costs €5. 
 

************************************************************************************* 

New web cam in Ballon  
https://www.youtube.com/live/Dc-csj7A_SA?

feature=shared 
Just copy and paste into the search bar or highlight and open the hyperlink.  

******************************************************************* 
The Baptism of the Lord 

Ever since I was a child, I have felt a note of melancholy when 
Christmas comes to an end. I struggle to look ahead while all the 
excitement appears to lie behind.  Recently, I have pondered what 
wisdom Mother Church has to offer in this tough season of transi-
tion.  The answer, it seems comes with her feast of the Baptism of 
the Lord. 
 This celebration on the Sunday after Epiphany is the Christmas 
season’s liturgical conclusion.  It’s a bridge laid down by the Church 
to move us from Jesus’ joyous childhood to his public ministry as an 
adult-from the Joyful to the Luminous Mysteries of the rosary, we 
might say. Thus, the last hours of Christmas become the first hours 
of mission and ministry in daily life.  One flows seamlessly into the 
other, less a sharp break and more a smooth transition. 
I love that the Church here encourages us to contemplate how the 
joys of Christmas mature and progress into public action and  
service.   Will I move out of spiritual infancy and join Jesus in his 
ministry. 
I can carry Christmas with me into ordinary time.  I can see the   
mission of my life as being, in a real way, the fruit of Christmas.  My 
vocation as wife and mother is a gift I give to others as I am 
 energised and inspired by what I receive at Christmas-the gift of 
Christ himself. 
Gina Loehr lives on a century old dairy farm with her husband and 
children.  She has authored five books and writes at  
www.hearthandfield.com 
****************************************************** 

 The way my horses run can be summed up in one word: LAST 
 

I put a bet on a horse that had excellent breeding. After the horse left the 
starting gate, he stopped and closed it behind him. 
 

Why is horse racing so romantic? Because the horse hugs the rails, the 

jockey puts his arms around the horse and you can kiss your money  

goodbye! 
 

Did you find my horse well behaved?  

Indeed I did whenever I came to a fence, he let me over first.  
 

What is the difference between a horse and a duck.  

One goes quick and the other goes quack.  

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Sat 10th 6pm Ballon Anastasia  M.M 
Mrs Heaton, Cappagh 

Sun 11th Rathoe 10.00am  Jim & Josie Brophy, Garreenleen 
Michael Nolan, Moonamanagh, 
Bennekerry. 

Sun 11th Ballon 11.30am  Elizabeth & Philip Martin, Ballykealy. 

Wed 14th Rathoe 10.00am  

Thurs 15th Ballon 10.00am  

Fri 16th Ballon 7.00pm,  

Sat 17th 6pm Ballon Thomas & Kathleen Kealy,  
Castlegrace & their grandsons David 
& Thomas & John Sheehy, Limerick 
Willie Peters, Ballykealy 
Tom & Catherine Townsend, 
 Castlegrace. 

Sun 18th Rathoe 10.00am  Séan Fitzgerald, Kylemore 
Mary Farrell, Dick Murphy &  
Jack Hutton. 

Sun 18th Ballon 11.30am   

https://www.youtube.com/live/Dc-csj7A_SA?feature=shared
http://www.marriageencounter.ie/
https://www.youtube.com/live/Dc-csj7A_SA?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/live/Dc-csj7A_SA?feature=shared

